EDITORIAL COMMENT 

¥** 

THE ALUMNA CONVENTION IN PHILADELPHIA 

THE SOCIAL SIDE. 

A combination of sunny skies, of balmy atmosphere, and hospitality un¬ 
precedented made the s eventh annual convention of the Asso ciated A lumna at 
Philadelphia a most brillinntT occasion. We are at a loss for words with which 
to do justice to the social side of the meeting. The old Quaker City was seen 
at its very best; trees and shrubs were just putting on their fresh spring gar¬ 
ments, and beds of gay tulips and other early flowers, with the freshly filled 
window gardens, gave the city a gala appearance. 

Very careful provision was made for the guests to see the points of his¬ 
torical interest in the city under the most favorable conditions, and tko recep¬ 
tions and tens given by the different hospitals, together with the visit to Girard 
College, the tally-ho ride and supper at the Episcopal Hospital, and the superb 
banquet given by the nurses of Philadelphia at tlio Roosevelt, rounded out a 
week of rare pleasure. 

Tho dinner, which was given on Friday night, was very largely attended, 
the banquet hall being filled to its greatest capacity, many guests having to bo 
seated in the adjoining rooms. 

Miss Goodrich, of tho New York Hospital, was tho toast-mistress, and her 
graceful and witty introductions were greatly enjoyed. Tho speakers were Miss 
Mclsnnc, Mrs. Robb, Miss Shaw, Mis3 Palmer, and Miss Russell. 

It is only upon such occasions that one secs numbers of nurses free from 
professional care, arrayed in dainty garments, giving themselves up to the 
enjoyment of the hour, when the superior intelligence and poise shown in their 
faces is a tribute to tho earnestness and discipline of tho manner in which they 
live. Seen under such conditions, time seems to havo dealt very gently with 
this great body of workers. 

Tho magnificence of tho banquet hall, with its brilliant decorations of crim¬ 
son and white, the beauty of the flowers, the daintiness of tho repast, and the 
inspiring music, united with the spirit of good-fellowship, with no end of fun 
and laughter, to make the occasion one long to be remembered. 

TIIE BUSINESS MEETINGS. 

The full reports of the business proceedings will bo published in tho July 
number of this Journal, and will include all addresses and papers read with 
tho discussion, and tho constitution and by-laws ns finally amended and adopted 
at this meeting. The entire. July number wil l be used for this report, and will 
contain a wealth of interesting matter. 

The completion of the by-laws, which have been under consideration for so 
long, will simplify the work of the society very much. State societies are 
admitted to membership with one delegate at large, thus providing a means for 
the affiliation of the States through the Alumme. This is considered to be only 
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u temporary arrangement until such time when State organization is universal, 
when reorganization will again be necessary. 

THE JOURNAL OWNERSHIP. 

The question of the Journal ownership by the Associated Alumna; was 
given very careful consideration. The majority of the associations reported un¬ 
willingness to undertake the full financial responsibility, but were in favor of 
buying up the stock in the Journal Company now available, and gradually 
acquiring such shares os might from time to time be for sale. This would occm 
to be a judicious decision, as in this way no radical changes need be made in 
the present management, while the Associated Alutnmc will gradually acquire a 
voice in the affairs of the Journal, with which interest n sense of responsibility 
will be aroused, and as the association gains in strength and business knowledge 
it will be in a better position to assume the complete management of the 
magazine. 

The question of some form of affiliation with the National Ited Cross Society 
was referred to a committee with power to act, of which Miss M. M. Kiddle was 
made the chairman. 

The meetings, taken as a whole, were exceedingly harmonious and the dele¬ 
gates came much better instructed than ever before—a line of progress which 
promises much for the future welfare of the society, especially as the majority of 
the delegates were the younger women in the profession, the older women being 
fewer in number than usual. It was noticeable, in the election of the Hoard 
of Directors, that where the candidates were composed equally of superintendents 
and nurses in private practice, that a majority of those elected were superin¬ 
tendents, showing, we think, a disposition on the part of the members to still rely 
upon the leadership of the teaching body rather than assume the undivided 
responsibility themselves. 

A QUESTION OF COURTESY. 

The meetings closed, however, with one unfortunate episode that we feel 
should not pass without comment in these pages. It will be remembered that the 
secretary and treasurer of the association, Miss Thornton and Miss Hcaly, 
have served since the society was inaugurated eight years ago, and the work 
that they have done, without compensation, has been perfectly colossal, incom¬ 
prehensible, perhaps, to those not actively engaged in alumna; work. The 
Nominating Committee in making its report did not include in the ticket the 
names of these two officers. 

We do not question the right of the society to change its officers as often as 
it likes, or the privilege of delegates and members to cast their ballots for such 
candidates as they prefer, and we arc a most hearty advocate of the American 
principle of government by the majority, but we think courteous consideration 
should bo shown to “ those who have been doing our work.” If in the estimation 
of a committee the time has come for a change of officers, a more kindly way 
would be to put strong candidates into the field to run in opposition to them, 
and let it be the “ voice of the people” that decides whether changes are desirable 
or not. As it was, sgjjreat was the feeling of indignation, nomination of both 
of these officers was made from the floor, and they were reelected by a large 
majority. 

Rotation in office is desirable, and anyone may at any time reach her limit 
of usefulness to the society, but after accepting service from an officer for a 
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long term of years her rejection should bo made with as little pain and humilia¬ 
tion as possible. 

TO MEET IN WASHINGTON. 

The meeting next year will be held in Washington, wdiich place was decided 
upon after some discussion. The fact that the Superintendents’ Society is to 
hold its next meeting in that city the coming January raised the question of the 
wisdom of taxing the Washington members with two large conventions the same 
year, but tho Washington delegates pressed the mnttcr and their invitation was 
finally accepted, with the understanding, however, that social functions were to 
be limited. 

In Washington there is so much of public interest in tho Government 
buildings—the Capitol, the White House, Mount Vernon, the National Cemetery 
at Arlington, etc., etc., that it would seem entirely unnecessary to provide 
entertainment that would tax either the time or the finances of tho Washington 
nurses. In fact, it is time wo called a halt on tho elaborate and costly enter¬ 
tainments, that have increased in late years, both in number and lavishness, for 
although 60 delightful to the visiting members, we know such entertaining must 
bo a great tax upon tho members whoso guests they arc, and there is no more 
fitting place to commence such retrenchment thpn at the National Capital. 


OUK DANGER IN POLITICS 

In the last number of the Journal mention was made in this department 
of the political pitfalls, which seemed to bo increasing in number and character 
in different sections of the country. Since the publication of that issue the 
New York State Nurses’ Association has held its annual meeting, and a circum¬ 
stance in connection with it is of too seriouB import to be allowed to pnss without 
condemnation. 

Mention has been made in the Journal from time to time of the organization 
of the New York County Registered Nurses’ Association. New York City has 
needed for many years a largo general nursing club of some kind that w'ould 
bring tho graduates of all the schools together to deal with problems of local 
interest, which would result, naturally, in tho breaking down of school lines, the 
existence of which in any city in an obstruction to professional development. 

This New York County Association iB a progressive Btcp, but we were 
greatly disappointed when we found that instead of a society composed of many 
hundreds of individual nurses, it was in reality only an affiliation of tho alumnic 
associations and clubs already- existing, with individual members as well—a 
duplicate in form of tho State society. 

In tho formation of State or national organizations, to facilitate the trans¬ 
action of business and from motives of economy, it is necessary that the members 
should be delegates from organizations, county societies and alumnro associations 
being tho form most familiar, but these local organizations usually represent 
individual membership. 

New York City nurses claim that because of its grent size and the large 
number of nurses located within its borders individual membership alone would 
be impossible, and that representation from the existing organizations is the 
only plan upon which ft county society could be formed. 

A very ingenious arrangement was devised by which the alumme associations, 
having withdrawn from direct membership in the State society, were to nominate 
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their own delegates to the State meetings, to attend, however, as delegates from 
the county society, and in this way retaining their individuality in dcnliug with 
State problems. This plan seemed to contain nothing in any way injurious to 
the State work. It was, therefore, something of a surprise to many members of 
the State society, as well as to those watching the broad organization movement 
throughout the country, that after having been accepted into membership in the 
Stato society the county association presented one delegate carrying seventy- 
nine votes, representing its enormous constituency of seven hundred and ninety 
members, at the annual meeting in Albany. 

Fortunately, the by-laws being under consideration, an amendment was pro¬ 
posed and carried limiting the constituency which any delegate should represent 
to one hundred nurses; in other words, that no delegate from any organization 
represented in the State Society should carry more than ten votes to a meeting. 
With such a constituency ns the New York County Association expects to have, 
of at least a thousand nurses afliliated, with one delegate carrying one hundred 
votes, every problem which would bo presented for consideration, every motion 
that would be made, would be controlled absolutely by the New York County 
organization. 

This dnngcr 1ms been averted for the time being. Our criticism is not of 
what was done, but of the spirit which was shown by the loaders being willing 
to adopt a plan which might, in the hands of an unprincipled administration, 
dominntc and control the affairs of the State. We cannot believe, knowing the 
women whose names arc associated with this movement, that a desire to dominate 
was the motive; it would seem to have been more from reason of convenience and 
economy. 

The explanation is made by one of tho most active promoters of the county 
organization that many of the afliliated societies did not elect their delegates, 
and that this decision to be represented by one delegate was intended ns a tem¬ 
porary arrangement for “ official purposes” only. 

We think it would not be possiblo to find one hundred women in any city 
who could be induced to see any one subject from the same point of view, even 
if they were sent as delegates from the same society, unless they were organized 
into a complete political “ring,” but one delegate carrying one hundred votes 
would have the controlling v.oice in every measure voted upon and would make 
nny society organized upon bucIi lines a menace to the organization work, not 
only of the State but of the entire country. 

If the action of the New York County Society was the result of thoughtless¬ 
ness or from the lack of appreciation of its responsibility to the State, we repeat, 
the principle is equally bad, and should be condemned and resisted as threaten¬ 
ing a kind of political monopoly disastrous in its consequences. 


TO NEW YORK STATE NORSES 

Much consternation is being felt by those nurses who have applied for regis¬ 
tration under the Regents, and have been informed by the ofilce nt Albany that 
they cannot be recognized because the school from which they have graduated 
has not been approved by the Examiners. In most cases this is not cause for 
alarm. Many schools have not taken the trouble to apply for registration. 
Somo have been rejected because of their inability to comply with some one of 
tho requirements, but will be recognized if they do comply before January, 1900, 
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when the graduates will be given recognition. Remember, this is what our bill 
calls for, the approval of the training-school as maintaining proper standards 
before the graduates can be registered. It is one thing on paper and quite 
another matter wheu we feel the practical result. It is only in this way that a 
uniform minimum standard of education can bo established. Just don't get 
excited, but when you find that your school is not eligible demand of the 
managers of the school the reason why, and insist that the school conforms to the 
simple, practical standards of education demanded. In this way you will be 
helping the Board of Examiners, whose effort is to carry out the letter of the 
law which you have helped to pass. There is plenty of time for such adjustment. 
No one supposed it would be all smooth sailing, for if there had not been irregu- 
larities we would not have needed protection. Schools from all over the world 
are registered with the Regents; it costs nothing, and such registration gives 
recognition to the graduates. Insist that your school comply with the require¬ 
ments and is registered. This is work for your alumnro association. Miss 
Palmer’s letter on page 740 may make the situation clearer to some, and a full 
report of the progress of registration inay be looked for in August. 


TIIE CONFERENCE OF VISITING NURSES 
We wish to call the attention of our readers who are especially interested 
in the work of visiting nurses to Miss Hitchcock’s announcement in the Official 
Department of the programme of the Portland conference, and to Miss Nutting’s 
letter on the same subject. 

These two communications leave nothing further for ub to Bay more than 
to emphasize the fact that there is wonderful inspiration and help to be obtnined 
from such conferences, where ono meets those engaged in the same lino of work 
ns ourselves. We would say to visiting nurses generally, attend this conference 
if you possibly can. 


MISS SAMUEL'S PAl’ER 

Miss Samuel 1ms given in this number a very attractive account of “ Stony 
Wold,” and her suggestion that provision be made at this mountain resort for 
members of our profession who have fallen the unfortunate victims to tubercu¬ 
losis is ono that should be seriously considered by our readers. The committee 
forming in New York City is composed of reliable women, and Miss Samuel will 
be very glad to give further information in regard to the details of the plan. 



